The purpose here is to consider some significant gaps in the theoretical bases with which we seek to understand international conflict -either at the level of non-military hostility or at that of actual warfare. The incentives behind both levels of conflictive behavior are examined in terms of discrepancies between achieved and expected levels of attainment (attainment gaps) on 
There is currently no (1) regime security (the stability of the basic rules governing the polity and society), (2) national security (safety of territory and population from external threats), (3) the political authorities' own continued incumbency, (4) 
